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While the main living room had been updated 
before the new owners purchased the home, 
designer McKenzie Dickson refreshed the 
large space with a refined, family-friendly 
décor. Mohair-covered lounge chairs and 
a large custom sectional—upholstered in a 
high-performance chenille—sits on a wool-
and-silk rug from Regency Royale. Nearby, 
a cowhide rug anchors a game table and 
chairs by the window. Roman shades dress 
the windows in timeless, uncluttered style. 

OPPOSITE: The secluded ski in/ski out 
home is surrounded by the tall pines and 
breathtaking views of Deer Valley.  

Better than
EVER



High above Deer Valley, a team of 
pros unleashes its transformative 
talents on an outdated mountain 
house, recasting it into a modern, 

family-friendly retreat. 
BY BRAD MEE   PHOTOS BY JOSH CALDWELL
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TThere it was: a private six-bedroom ski-in/ski-out home 

nestled in towering pines with jaw-dropping views of Deer 

Valley and beyond. To onlookers, it appeared a piece of 

mountain-living paradise. What more could a young fam-

ily want in a vacation home? Something more livable and 

up to date, actually. 

“It was stuck in the ‘90s,” says McKenzie Dickson, senior 

designer with Denton House. “It had good bones, but it 

was outdated and not functional for the family.” With the 

exception of a recently renovated kitchen and main-level 

living area, the multi-level, 8,800-square-foot house fea-

tured floor after floor of spaces dressed in tired details and 

heavy, orange-toned timber bearing down on the décor 

at every turn. “It just felt heavy, bulky and closed off,” 

Dickson explains. 

Undeterred, the new homeowners were seduced by the 

home’s mountain-top privacy and breathtaking views. 

They also recognized the home’s Cinderella-like potential, 

so they hired Dickson and contractors Jackson & LeRoy 
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Thayer Coggin chairs covered in Holly 
Hunt leather surround a square, custom 
table that seats twelve. The chandelier is 
by Hubbardton Forge and the framed art is 
by Mel Bochner. 

OPPOSITE: Once bulky and outdated, 
the renewed four-story staircase now 
features white-painted newel posts, thin 
metal balusters and open treads of white 
oak. A new glass-paned door and paneled 
feature wall decked out with a large round 
mirror from A-Gallery deliver bright light 
and welcoming character to the entry. 

BEFORE

BEFORE

to transform the house into a modern, light-filled retreat 

with inviting, comfortable spaces that cater to their active 

family of five. 

“We walked each of the home’s four floors with the 

owners and discussed how they wanted each to function 

and feel,” Dickson recalls. Because the owners liked the 

freshly decorated look and feel of the recently remodeled 

kitchen and main-level living area, these spaces inspired 

the re-do of the rest of the home. “They wanted the light, 

modern style of these rooms throughout,” Dickson says. 

The team obliged with a plan that eliminated bullying 

wood elements, unwanted spaces, orange-stained accents 

and outmoded features. “It’s a great transformation of 

an outdated ski-lodge style home,” says Jeremy Jackson, 

principal of Jackson & LeRoy.
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ABOVE: Although not much of the recently 
remodeled kitchen was changed, the 

owners wanted more storage room, so they 
removed a wine closet and replaced it with 

pantry space. The team also removed an 
enclosed appliance garage to make room 

for shelves and a TV. 

RIGHT: A casual breakfast area replaces an 
off-the-kitchen lounge, providing a relaxed 
spot for the family to gather and dine near 

the open kitchen. 

OPPOSITE: To eliminate the cluttered 
look of open shelves and hodgepodge 

storage, the team outfitted the ski room with 
personal lockers, each equipped with boot 
and glove dryers. Metal mesh panels allow 

them to breath and their curved corners 
soften the room’s hard-edged décor. 



The results are evident the minute you step through the front 

door. Originally a lackluster landing space, the entry now show-

cases forest views and loads of natural light, courtesy of a new 

custom door teamed with a generously sized side window. “Pri-

vacy is not an issue, and the space needed more light,” Dickson 

explains. A newly paneled accent wall animates the space with 

dimension and a gray hue drawn from colors in the living room. 

A completely overhauled staircase connects these spaces as well 

as all of the home’s multiple levels. 

“It unifies the interior,” says Dickson, describing the revamped 

staircase. Once beefy and all-wood, the four-level feature now 

boasts white-painted newel posts, thin metal balusters, refined 

handrails and open treads of white oak. “Updating the stair-

case made an enormous impact,” the designer says. So too did 

removing the walls’ troweled plaster, painting stained trim white, 

replacing dark wood doors with lighter versions and continu-

ing rift-sawn white oak floors throughout the home. “The clients 

wanted a contemporary, refined look,and these changes helped 
McKenzie Dickson
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BEFORE
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A custom canopy bed fills the master 
bedroom’s large space without blocking light 
from flowing freely throughout. The tufted-
wool headboard uniquely extends to the 
top rail, accentuating the bed’s height. New 
built-ins provide storage and display space 
between the windows and stone fireplace.
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deliver it,” Dickson explains. 

To flesh out the interiors, the designer followed her clients’ lead and 

chose light, neutral wall colors that vary slightly from floor to floor. 

Exceptions were made for the kids, who made more colorful choices for 

their own digs. The understated backdrop is a perfect foil for Dickson’s 

vivid tones, unfussy forms, luxurious fabrics and custom furnishing 

scaled to fit the mountain home’s voluminous spaces.

 In the lower-level great room, for example, she upholstered two cus-

tom sofas in deep blue velvet and cleverly placed them back to back to 

enable the family to comfortably watch movies or sit in front of the fire. 

Jackson & LeRoy raised the low ceiling as much as possible and fashioned 

beams to hide structural supports inside. On the poorly functioning 

bottom level, they eliminated a closed-off theater room and one of two 

bed-and-bath combinations to make space for an expanded game room 

furnished with a rust-toned sectional, large cowhide ottomans and a 

high-style secondary kitchenette. “The owners didn’t want to have to trek 

ABOVE:  Once home to noisy pinball machines on 
the bottom level, this under-stair nook now offers a 

cozy spot to lounge on a custom daybed. 

OPPOSITE: In the family room, new beams disguise 
structural supports along the raised ceiling. The 

team replaced the fireplace’s original bulky stone 
with a more refined version that matches stone 

featured elsewhere in the home. A shallower hearth 
allows more room for furnishings in the narrow 

space. The ottomans are upholstered in recycled 
leather and the rug is from Regency Royale. 
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BEFORE
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ABOVE: “We opened some of the 
spaces on the lower levels to create 
a more open floor plan and multiple 
spaces where the family can gather 

with friends,” Jackson says. By 
removing an outdated theater room 

and unwanted bedroom, the team 
expanded the game room to make 
space for a handsomely equipped 

kitchenette, TV area and shuffleboard 
table. The wool rug inspired Dickson’s 
colors choices for the upholstery and 

sea stone quartzite countertops.

RIGHT: Thick marble, a waterfall-style 
vanity and clean-lined details give this 

new bathroom modern appeal. 

FAR RIGHT: Mirrors and glass shelves 
help to double the visual impact of 
canisters filled with colorful candy. 



F A L L  2 0 2 0  |  U TA H S T Y L E A N D D E S I G N  111

upstairs to get a snack or drink,” Dickson explains. Nearby, a handsomely 

outfitted bunk room and updated ski room amplify the level’s luxury-

meets-livability design. 

As so often happens with winning renovations, this project’s success 

led to changes beyond those original planned. “The owners loved the 

results so much, that they decided to update the exterior to keep pace 

with renewed interior,” Dickson says. Today, the revamped home—in-

doors and out— gives the owners as much pleasure as do the views and 

mountaintop setting that inspired them to purchase the house in the 

first place.  

ABOVE: A palette of plaids in camel and gray 
tones fosters the new bunk room’s decidedly 
grown-up décor. Custom bunks feature two 
queen and two full beds, suitable for kids and 
adults alike. The top bunks’ fold-down railing 
takes the difficulty out of making the beds. 

BEFORE


